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COVID-19 Disruptions to Education
! 1.2 billion learners out of school
! 73.8% of the world’s school population
affected by school closures
! 36,400,000 primary and secondary school
learners across Nigeria affected by school
closures

(UNESCO, 2020)

On the 19th of March 2020, the Federal Ministry of
Education in Nigeria, approved the closure of
schools and tertiary institutions. This abrupt closure
led to significant disruptions in the education system
in Nigeria; including learning modes, access to
school related services, parenting routines, and crisis
management capacities of the federal and state
ministries of education.



TEP Centre and NESG Research 
Collaboration



Research Questions
1. What is the immediate effect of

the COVID-19 pandemic on
children’s learning in Nigeria?

2. What are the innovations that are
aiding learning-from-home?

3. What are the major challenges
learners and parents are facing in
utilising these alternative learning
innovations?

4. What are the implications of
learning- from- home on equality
of access to education in Nigeria?



Scope and Limitations 
Our study period only covers the first three 
month of the pandemic and subsequent 
closure of schools in Nigeria, so we cannot 
say how teaching and learning will evolve in 
a protracted pandemic situation but we 
believe that our key findings hold potential 
to guide decision makers on the key issues 
that should be addressed with regards to 
remote learning. 
Our sample may not represent the national 
picture of the learning situation over the 
period of the study. This is because of our 
limited sample size and our inability to 
speak about learning in the contexts where 
there were no respondents/or learning 
interventions. 
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Number of Respondents: 1,901



Tools and Platforms Aiding 
Learning-From-Home



Remote Learning Platform/Tools 
(Government)
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Learning Interventions and Approaches 
Implemented (Private Schools/Organisations)
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Tools Teachers Utilise For Teaching 
(Teachers)
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Remote Learning Platform/Tools (Students)
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“Children are used to seeing 
the teacher physically and 
participating in practical 
activities. This is limited in 
online learning…” 

- Parent

Challenges of Learning Remotely



Challenges Associated with Providing 
Education for Children while at Home 
(Government)
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The Challenges of Learning in Nigeria during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Access to 
digital devices 
and internet 
access

Financial 
implications of 
learning remotely

Student 
concentration and 
the need for 
physical 
connections

The 
multidimensional 
aspects of access

Electricity supply



Implications of Learning-From-Home on 
Equality of Access to Education in Nigeria



Which of the Following Would You Need at 
Home to Learn the Way You Want? (Learners)
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What Children Need to Study the Way They 
Want, from Home (Parents)
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Ratings for the Effectiveness of Remote 
Learning Platforms (Parents)



Parents’ Reasons for Rating of Remote 
Learning

“There’s no money to keep buying 
airtime and for the Television 
programs, there is no power 
supply.”

“The older kids are very engaged 
and relished the opportunity to 
connect with their teachers and 
classmates. The assignments were 
easily accessed and completed and 
were graded immediately. They 
watched videos and answered 
questions…” 



What is the nature of support that parents 
need? (Palliatives) 

! Free or reduced internet costs
! Stable electricity and discounted 

electricity bills
! Subsidized tuition fees
! Financial support especially as 

some parents are not receiving 
salaries
! Free education materials
! Provision of devices like laptops 

and tablets



What is the nature of support that parents 
need? (Curriculum/Pedagogical)

! Create content for younger 
children in pre-primary level
! Extend the duration, classes and 

subject areas for broadcast 
programmes
! Remedial/accelerated learning 

programmes for those left behind
! Redesign learning platforms to 

make them easier to follow
! Provide pedagogical support 

materials for parents



What is the nature of support that parents 
need? (Interventions)

! Safely reopen schools
! Focus on the underserved children
! Equalize access for children of 

different income levels
! Standardize content in both 

government and private schools
! Collaborative 

innovations/partnership with 
corporate sector
! Provide e-learning training for 

schools and teachers
! Increase awareness about online 

learning



Recommendations



Recommendations
! Provision of Infrastructure for 

Remote Learning
! Embracing an Evidence-Based 

Approach to Policy-Planning
! Prioritising Teacher Development 

and Wellbeing
! Keeping Children Safe Online
! Training and Supporting Parents
! Provision of Increased Support for 

Organisations Enabling Learning
!Decisively Activating Remote 

Learning in Tertiary Institutions



About TEP Centre TEP Centre

6A Kolawole Shonibare Street, 
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